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Ganglion Impar Block
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Description:

The ganglion impar is a cluster of nerve cells located in front of the sacrum/coccyx joint. A ganglion
impar block includes a local anesthetic and steroid injection typically given under fluoroscopic guidance
to reduce some of the symptoms of chronic pelvic or rectal pain by blocking nerve impulses. There are
inadequate clinical data to support the health benefits of a ganglion impar block.

Medical Criteria:
Not applicable.
Policy:

Ganglion impar block for the treatment of pelvic or rectal pain is considered not medically necessary
as there are inadequate peer reviewed clinical data to support its efficacy.

Coverage:

Benefits may vary by groups/contracts. Please refer to the appropriate evidence of coverage,
subscriber agreement, or Rlte Care contract for the applicable benefits under the category of not
medically necessary.

Coding:

The following unlisted code should be filed for the ganglion impar block procedure:
64999

Publications:

Provider Update, August 2009
Provider Update, August 2010
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This medical policy is made available to you for informational purposes only. It is not a guarantee of
payment or a substitute for your medical judgement in the treatment of your patients. Benefits and
eligibility are determined by the member's subscriber agreement or member certificate and/or the
employer agreement, and those documents will supersede the provisions of this medical policy. For
information on member-specific benefits, call the provider call center . If you provide services to a
member which are determined to not be medically necessary (or in some cases medically necessary
services which are non-covered benefits), you may not charge the member for the services unless you
have informed the member and they have agreed in writing in advance to continue with the treatment
at their own expense. Please refer to your participation agreement(s) for the applicable provisions.

This policy is current at the time of publication; however, medical practices, technology, and knowledge
are constantly changing. BCBSRI reserves the right to review and revise this policy for any reason and
at any time, with or without notice.
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